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Attendance: Ken Wacks, Conrad Eustis, Coop,  Larry Barto, Warwick Stirling (Whirlpool), Robby Simpson (GE),  Robert Alvord (Deal Controls), Charlie Smith  (GE), George ? (Sensus),  Geoff Mulligan, Steve Basic (Invensys)
AHAM Presentation - Warwick Stirling – Whirlpool
Simple comm. module; SEP 2.0 has bubbled up to the forefront

QFD – quality for deployment; 6 sigma approach – compare the technologies vs.requirements to see the best match; 

The AHAM Architecture allows a technology migration path

The approach addresses the challenge of a lack of standardization in AMI world; ultimately, the device control may be via the cloud, not the meter; 

U-snap falls under the same category of adapter – like EPRI, e.g.

The appliance does not necessarily connect to the meter, it could connect to user interface in the home

Appliances aren’t the same as consumer electronics products because of their different life expectancies; appliance purchases are not driven by technology innovation
In the “Divide and Conquer” slide, the appliance could actually receive everything as shown in the blue box (EPRI/AHAM); meter provides pricing; can deploy ahead of the meter rollouts; 
Ken Wacks – H2G had a presentation from CableLabs advocating for an open mkt for energy information  – through AMI, or through a box from a Telco or some otherservice provider, 

Robby Simpson – There could be indirect appliance control through price or criticality level signals through the meter (high, med, low)
Geoff  Mulligan - What does 10c/kWh mean to a consumer if they don’t know what their cost is? High, medium, and low signals are better than price

Ken– demand charges are imposed in some countries, but not in US

Robby – why should information  from the meter be any different from anything else?

Charlie Smith  - having the appliance talk directly to a hub is less of a moving target for security & protocols than having it talk to  all the different types of meters  

? - In early part of the development, want to go to home energy management systems,  PC card, etc., rather than the meter; 

Charlie – AHAM originally wanted to have a single protocol for the appliances 

Some people from Whirlpool and other appliance vendors should be there at Connectivity Week
Conrad – instead of saying the socket is the preferred architecture, will show the alternative architecture; socket allows the customer the flexibility to use any  protocol
AHAM is evaluating protocols; to pick one to build in, or it could be a plug-in module; 
Warwick: appliance manufacturers can’t decide on what technology the blue and brown lines in Conrad’s “two architectures” slide are by law; can have a limited list to choose from, ideally two, but not 10 or 20

Conrad:  in cases where the comm. link is embedded, then white paper raises lots of issues; if the blue or brown lines are embedded, they should use open protocols; the white paper favors the socket approach 
Ken -  don’t have to make a hard and fast decision now 

Charlie -  one of the big takeaways from the AHAM presentation is to see the AHAM position as the voice of the customer; the appliance manufacturers want to sell appliances to the consumers - it not a technological or architectural discussion as much as a marketing discussion; 

Warwick: SAL – not just connector, but the whole piece around that; should 

Conrad: as soon as there are two smart appliances in the house, go to third party for hub or gateway ; 

ACTION: Conrad will continue addressing the NIST comments on the white paper, and the discussion will continue at next week’s face-to-face meeting

