PART VI. ELECTION RETURNS
§571. Counting and tabulating the votes
A. At the termination of voting in a primary or general election, the commissioners shall
announce that voting is terminated. The commissioners in the presence of the watchers shall
immediately:
(1) Secure the voting machines against further voting and expose the count on the voting
machines, leaving the counter in full view of the watchers.
(2)(a) Cause each voting machine to produce a set of four identical official election
results reports.
(b) Examine, sign, and certify each set of official election results reports.
(c) If a voting machine produces a set of official election results reports which is illegible
or damaged, notify the parish custodian of voting machines, who shall provide technical
assistance in obtaining the election results from such machine.
(3)(a) Complete in triplicate Certificate No. 2 of the composite certificate designated
"Machine Certificates", which shall state (i) that the voting machines were secured against
further voting, (ii) the exact time the voting machines were secured against further voting, (iii)
the number on each voting machine, (iv) the number shown on the public counter of each voting
machine, which shall be the total number of voters casting votes on that machine in the election,
and (v) the number shown on the protective counter of each voting machine, which shall be the
total number of times the machine has been voted in its lifetime.
(b) Sign the completed machine certificates.
(4) Sign and certify to the correctness of the duplicate poll lists.
(5) Announce the results of the election in the order the offices, candidates, and
propositions are listed on the ballot, announce that the results of the election will be posted at the
polling place for public review, and post the results of the election at a conspicuous place at the
polling place for public viewing.
(6) Complete an affidavit. The affidavit shall be prepared by the secretary of state and
shall contain the name, address, and last four digits of the social security number of each
commissioner and an acknowledgment that the law prohibits disclosure of confidential voter
information listed in the precinct register. The affidavit shall be signed by each commissioner
and placed in the bag that is delivered to the clerk of court.
(7) Place all duplicate records of challenges, all duplicate precinct register corrections,
all voter identification affidavits, any physicians' certificates, and any address confirmation cards
in the envelope marked "Registrar of Voters", seal it and attach it to the precinct register, and
seal the precinct register.
(8) Seal any original precinct register corrections and original challenges of voters that
have been executed, the official election zero proof report, one copy of the official election
results reports, one of the duplicate poll lists, and a copy of the machine certificates in the
envelope marked "Put in Voting Machine" and place in or attach to a voting machine that
envelope and the sealed precinct register.
(9)(a) Lock the doors of the voting machines.
(b) Secure the voting machines and election paraphernalia in accordance with the
procedures in the informational pamphlet as provided in R.S. 18:553.1.
(10) Place the keys to the voting machines in an envelope, which then shall be sealed and
signed by all of the commissioners.

B. The official election zero proof reports and the official election results reports from
each voting machine shall be the official election results and shall form a part of the official
election returns.
§572. Transmission of election returns; voting machine keys; machine certificates
A.(1) Upon completion of the counting and tabulating of votes, the commissioner-incharge shall immediately:
(a) Mail to the secretary of state the following:
(i) One copy of the final result tally sheets.
(ii) Repealed by Acts 2007, No. 240, §2.
(iii) One of the duplicate poll lists.
(iv) One copy of the machine certificates.
(b) Deliver to the clerk of court the following:
(i) The keys to the voting machines, if applicable.
(ii) The original of the machine certificates.
(iii) The original of the signed list of commissioners.
(iv) One copy of the final result tally sheets.
(v) Repealed by Acts 2007, No. 240, §2.
(vi) All election result cartridges, if applicable.
(2) Upon receipt of the items listed above, the clerk of court shall affix the time of
receipt upon the election documents which contain election results. The clerk of court shall make
a copy of the election results available to the press and public.
B. The commissioner-in-charge shall complete the procedures prescribed by this Section
not later than 12:00 o'clock midnight on the day of the election. Failure to comply with this time
limit shall not void the election.
§573. Evidence of election results
A. Opening the voting machines. (1) The voting machines used in a primary or general
election shall remain locked or otherwise secured and, if applicable, sealed until the third day
after the election unless the election is in judicial controversy and a court of competent
jurisdiction has ordered the machines opened at an earlier time. However, if the third day falls
on a Saturday, Sunday, or other legal holiday, the machines shall be opened and, if applicable,
the seals broken on the second day following the election.
(2) On the day immediately preceding the election, the clerk of court shall prominently
post in his office a notice of the time and place where the voting machines will be opened after
the election. If no order requiring an earlier opening has been issued, then at the time and place
designated in the notice, the clerk of court, assisted by at least one member of the parish board of
election supervisors, in the presence of the candidates or their representatives who desire to be
present, shall open the voting machines and, if applicable, break the seals. Public and protective
counter numbers shall be recorded. Verification of the election results on each machine, as
provided for in Subsection B and subject to Subsection C of this Section, shall be completed
before another machine is opened.
(3) Each voting machine shall be relocked or otherwise secured and, if applicable,
resealed after the candidates or their representatives have had a reasonable opportunity to inspect
the machine, which shall not be less than thirty minutes after the time designated for opening the
machines by the clerk of court in the notice posted in his office. The clerk of court, in the

presence of a majority of the parish board of election supervisors, shall reopen any voting
machine for reinspection by a candidate or his representative after receipt of a written request for
reinspection by the candidate. All reinspections shall be held at 10:00 a.m. on the fifth day after
the election and at any time ordered by a court of competent jurisdiction. If the fifth day after the
election falls on a holiday or weekend, such reinspection shall be held at 10:00 a.m. on the next
working day. Any written request for reinspection of voting machines shall be filed with the
clerk of court. The deadline for filing a request for reinspection shall be the last working day
prior to the date of the reinspection. Immediately upon receiving any request, the clerk of court
shall prominently post in his office a notice of the time and place where the voting machines will
be reopened and the name of the candidate requesting that the machines be reopened. The
candidate requesting the reinspection shall be responsible for all reasonable costs associated with
such reinspection, which shall be payable to the clerk of court. The costs shall be paid at the
time the written request for reinspection of voting machines is filed with the clerk of court and
shall be paid in cash or by certified or cashier's check on a state or national bank or credit union,
United States postal money order, or money order issued by a state or national bank or credit
union. The parish board of election supervisors shall be entitled to reimbursement for attending
the reinspection at the rate established in R.S. 18:423(E); however, such reimbursement shall not
be counted toward the six-day limitation provided in R.S. 18:423(E). If it is necessary to reopen
a voting machine which has been relocked or otherwise secured and, if applicable, resealed to
conduct a reinspection thereof, the clerk of court shall relock or otherwise secure and, if
applicable, reseal the machine after the reinspection is completed.
(4) The vote totals shown on the machines shall be retained as provided in R.S. 18:1376.
B. Verification of election results. After the machines are opened, the clerk of court, in
the presence of the parish board of election supervisors or the members of the board selected by
the board as its representatives and the candidates or their representatives, shall immediately
verify the total votes cast for each candidate and the total votes cast for and against each
proposition as shown on the voting machines or voting machine election result sheets and the
total number of absentee by mail and early voting votes cast for each candidate and the total
number of absentee by mail and early voting votes cast for and against each proposition as
shown by the final absentee by mail and early voting report filed with the clerk by the parish
board of election supervisors. The machine votes cast shall be shown separately by each
precinct, and the absentee by mail and early voting votes cast shall be shown as the total number
of votes cast for each candidate and the total number of votes cast for and against each
proposition.
C. The clerk of court may utilize deputy clerks and other employees of his office to assist
him in opening the voting machines and verifying the election results as required in Subsections
A and B of this Section. Nothing in this Section shall prohibit the clerk from utilizing more than
one team of his deputies or employees to perform the duties required of him. To facilitate the
verification of election results, two or more voting machines may be opened simultaneously and
the results thereon verified.
D. Preservation of election records. At the opening of the voting machines, the clerk of
court shall immediately remove the envelope marked "Put in Voting Machine" and shall
preserve the envelope and its contents inviolate and, except upon order of a court of competent
jurisdiction, shall not allow them to be inspected by anyone until the delay for filing an action
contesting any election to office has lapsed. If an action contesting any election to office is

commenced timely, the clerk shall continue to preserve these records inviolate, subject to the
orders of the court, until the final judgment in the action has become definitive.
E. Transmission and disposition of duplicate challenges, duplicate voters' affidavits, and
address confirmation cards.
(1) At the opening of the voting machines, the sealed precinct registers shall be
immediately returned to the registrar of voters. Upon receipt of the sealed precinct registers, the
registrar shall remove any attached duplicate record of challenges of voters made during the
election, any duplicate voters' affidavits made pursuant to R.S. 18:562(B), and any address
confirmation cards.
(2) The registrar shall utilize the procedures set forth in Part V of Chapter 4 of this Code
to determine the validity of the registration of each challenged voter who did not submit an
address confirmation card. In any instance where an address confirmation card was received that
stated an address different from the address on file in the registrar's office for a registrant, the
registrar shall change or cancel the registration. If an address confirmation card was received
that affirmed the address on file in the registrar's office, the registrar shall reinstate the registrant
to the official list of voters if he appears on the inactive list of voters. If the address confirmation
card was a result of a valid challenge, the registrar shall so inform the district attorney and shall
transmit to him the address confirmation card of that person.
(3) The registrar also shall proceed to determine if each voter submitting an affidavit
attesting that he is a qualified registered voter and alleging an error or omission on the precinct
register is in fact a registered voter qualified to vote in the election. If the registrar determines
that any person who has voted in the election by virtue of his submission of such an affidavit was
not a registered voter qualified to vote in the election, the registrar shall so inform the district
attorney and shall transmit to him the affidavit of that person.
§574. Compilation and promulgation of returns
A.(1) The parish board of election supervisors or the members of the board selected by
the board as its representatives shall meet at the time and place designated by the clerk of court
for the voting machines to be opened. The board or its representatives shall observe the
verification of the votes by the clerk of court.
(2) Immediately after the completion of the verification by the clerk of court and the
counting and tabulation of provisional ballots for federal office, if applicable, the board shall
publicly prepare two compiled statements of the election returns as shown by the record of the
votes made by the clerk of court. The compiled statements shall separately show the machine
votes for each candidate and for and against each proposition in each precinct, the total absentee
by mail and early voting votes for each candidate and for and against each proposition in the
parish, the total provisional votes for each candidate for federal office, and the total of all votes
for each candidate and for and against each proposition in the parish.
(3) The board shall complete the compilation of the election returns and file one copy of
the compiled statement with the clerk of court no later than 4:00 p.m. on the fourth day after the
election. One copy of the compiled statement shall be postmarked no later than 12:00 noon on
the fifth day after the election and mailed to the secretary of state. The clerk of court shall
transmit the election returns as shown by the compiled statement from the parish board of
election supervisors to the secretary of state no later than 12:00 noon on the fifth day after the
election. In a parish containing a municipality with a population of three hundred thousand or

more, the parish board of election supervisors shall transmit the election returns as shown by
their compiled statement to the secretary of state no later than 12:00 noon on the fifth day after
the election. Failure to comply with these time limits shall not void the election.
B. By a majority vote of the members, the parish board of election supervisors may
attach to the compiled statements a notation of any irregularities observed by the board with
respect to:
(1) The security of the place in which the voting machines are located;
(2) The security of the voting machines;
(3) The physical condition of the voting machines;
(4) The physical condition of the election materials in the voting machines;
(5) The substantive contents of the election materials in the voting machines; and
(6) Any other matter affecting the verification of the vote totals by the clerk of court.
C. The compiled statements made by the parish board of election supervisors shall be
admissible in court in an action contesting a primary or general election as prima facie proof of
the number of votes received by the candidates in the election.
D.(1) The secretary of state shall compile the results of the election for all candidates,
proposed constitutional amendments, and recall elections based upon the compilation of the
votes transmitted to him by the clerks of court from the compiled statements by the parish boards
of election supervisors. In a parish containing a municipality with a population of three hundred
thousand or more, the secretary of state shall compile the results of the election for all
candidates, proposed constitutional amendments, and recall elections based upon the compilation
of the votes transmitted to him by the parish board of election supervisors. The compilation shall
be completed and the results thereof shall be announced not later than 12:00 noon on the sixth
day after the election.
(2) The secretary of state shall announce the results for state candidates, proposed
constitutional amendments, and recall elections and that the results of elections for candidates
other than state candidates are available in his office. The results thus announced shall be
deemed to be the tentative results of the election and shall not be deemed to be the official results
of the election.
E.(1) On or before the twelfth day after the primary or general election, if no action has
been timely filed contesting the election to the office of a state candidate, the secretary of state
shall promulgate the returns for state candidates, proposed constitutional amendments, and recall
elections by publishing in the official journal of the state the names of the state candidates for
each office in the election, the text of the proposed constitutional amendment, and recall
elections and the number of votes received by each such candidate, proposed constitutional
amendment, and recall elections as shown by the returns transmitted by the clerks of court from
the compiled statements by the parish boards of election supervisors. In a parish containing a
municipality with a population of three hundred thousand or more, the promulgation shall be
from the returns transmitted by the parish board of election supervisors. On or before the twelfth
day after the primary or general election, if no action has been timely filed contesting the
election to office of a candidate other than a state candidate, the secretary of state shall
promulgate the returns for the election for candidates other than state candidates by transmitting
to the clerk of court for the parish wherein the state capital is located a notice containing the
results of the elections for candidates other than state candidates. The clerk of court shall post
this notice in a prominent place in his office.

(2) However, if the twelfth day after the primary or general election falls on a Saturday,
Sunday, or other legal holiday, and the secretary of state does not promulgate said returns prior
to the twelfth day after the primary or general election, he shall promulgate said returns on the
next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or other legal holiday.
F. Computation of all time intervals in this Section shall include Saturdays, Sundays, and
other legal holidays. However, if the final day in a time interval falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or
other legal holiday, then the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday shall be
deemed to be the final day of the time interval. If one or more of the duties in this Section,
required to be performed on the fourth, fifth, or sixth day after an election are delayed because of
a Saturday, Sunday, or other legal holiday, the duties which follow will be delayed a like amount
of time.

§575. Official results of a primary or general election
A. Uncontested elections. The election returns compiled and promulgated by the
secretary of state shall be the official results of a primary or general election for an office
if an action contesting the election for that office is not commenced timely.
B. Contested elections. If an action contesting a primary or general election is
commenced timely, the final judgment in the action contesting the election shall
determine the result of the election for that office. The result of a contested election shall
not be official until the final judgment in the action contesting the election becomes
definitive. The secretary of state shall promulgate results of a contested election in
accordance with the final judgment of the court as soon as practicable after the final
judgment becomes definitive.
§576. Election night returns
A. Immediately upon receipt of the tabulation blank and compiled statement
forms or voting machine election result sheets and election result cartridges, where
utilized, from the commissioners-in-charge, the clerks of court shall tabulate the results
from each precinct in the parish.
B. Each clerk of court shall transmit the results of the elections to the secretary of
state expeditiously and in accordance with rules and regulations which shall be adopted
by the secretary of state.
C. The secretary of state shall compile the results of the elections immediately
upon receipt of the results from the clerks of court and shall make the compiled results
available to the press and public.
D. The election night results required to be compiled and transmitted by the
provisions of this Section shall be unofficial.

