California Elections Code Sections
Certification of Voting Systems
Secretary of State Requirements
19101.
(a) The Secretary of State shall adopt and publish voting system standards and regulations governing
the use of voting systems. The Secretary of State shall adopt standards that meet or exceed federal
voluntary voting system guidelines set forth by the United States Election Assistance Commission
or its successor agency. Until state standards are adopted, the Voluntary Voting System Guidelines
Draft Version 1.1, as submitted to the United States Election Assistance Commission on August 31,
2012, shall be used as state standards to the extent that they do not conflict with this code. The
Secretary of State may require additional testing to ensure that voting systems meet the
requirements of this code.
(b) Voting system standards adopted by the Secretary of State pursuant to subdivision (a) shall include,
but not be limited to, all of the following requirements:
(1) The machine or device and its software shall be suitable for the purpose for which it is
intended.
(2) The system shall preserve the secrecy of the ballot.
(3) The system shall be safe from fraud or manipulation.
(4) The system shall be accessible to voters with disabilities pursuant to Section 19242 and
applicable federal laws.
(5) The system shall be accessible to voters who require assistance in a language other than
English if the language is one in which a ballot or ballot materials are required to be made
available to voters pursuant to Section 14201 and applicable federal laws.
19102.
The Secretary of State shall study the performance of voting systems in use in the state.

Certification of Voting Systems
19200.
The Secretary of State shall not approve any voting system, or part of a voting system, unless it fulfills the
requirements of this code and the regulations of the Secretary of State.
19201.
(a) The Secretary of State may grant conditional approval to a voting system or part of a voting system
under either of the following circumstances:
(1) A voting system or part of a voting system was decertified as a result of a review by the
Secretary of State pursuant to Section 19232.
(2) A certified voting system or part of that voting system is modified to comply with voting
system standards or changes in statute.
(b) The Secretary of State may withdraw conditional approval at any time pursuant to Section 19232.
19202.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

Except as authorized by Section 19209, a voting system, in whole or in part, shall not be used
unless it has been certified or conditionally approved by the Secretary of State prior to any election
at which it is to be used.
A voting system that has been tested and approved for use in all elections by the Secretary of State
before January 1, 2014, shall be deemed certified or conditionally approved by the Secretary of
State and may be used in an election subject to any conditions placed on the use of the voting
system by the Secretary of State before January 1, 2014, including conditions imposed in the
reapproval documents issued by the Secretary of State in 2007 and 2008 following the Top-toBottom Review, and its subsequent revisions. The voting systems described in this subdivision shall
remain subject to review and decertification by the Secretary of State at any time pursuant
to Section 19232.
A vendor or county that has submitted a voting system for federal qualification before September 1,
2013, upon obtaining federal qualification before January 1, 2015, may request approval of the
voting system from the Secretary of State based on the examination and review requirements in
place before January 1, 2014.
A jurisdiction shall not purchase or contract for a voting system unless it has been certified or
conditionally approved by the Secretary of State.
Notwithstanding subdivision (d), a local jurisdiction may contract and pay for the following:
(1) Research and development of a new voting system that has not been certified or conditionally
approved by the Secretary of State and uses only nonproprietary software and firmware with
disclosed source code, except for unmodified commercial off-the-shelf software and
firmware, as defined in paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of Section 19209.
(2) Manufacture of the minimum number of voting system units reasonably necessary for either
of the following purposes:
(A) To test and seek certification or conditional approval of the voting system pursuant
to Sections 19210 to 19214, inclusive.
(B) To test and demonstrate the capabilities of the voting system in a pilot program pursuant
to paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of, and subdivision (c) of, Section 19209.

19203.
The Secretary of State shall not certify or conditionally approve a voting system or a part of a voting
system that uses paper ballots unless the paper used for the ballots is of sufficient quality that it maintains
its integrity and readability throughout the retention period specified in Chapter 4 (commencing with
Section 17300) of Division 17.
19204.
The Secretary of State shall not certify or conditionally approve any voting system that includes features
that permit a voter to produce, and leave the polling place with, a copy or facsimile of the ballot cast by
the voter at that polling place.
19205.
A voting system shall comply with all of the following:
(a) No part of the voting system shall be connected to the Internet at any time.
(b) No part of the voting system shall electronically receive or transmit election data through an
exterior communication network, including the public telephone system, if the communication
originates from or terminates at a polling place, satellite location, or counting center.
(c) No part of the voting system shall receive or transmit wireless communications or wireless data
transfers.

19206.
Except as authorized by Section 19209, both of the following apply:
(a) If more than one voting system is used to count ballots, the names of candidates shall, insofar as
possible, be placed on the primary voting system.
(b) If more than one voting system or a combination of a voting system and paper ballots is used to
count ballots, a single ballot measure or the candidates for a single office may not be split between
voting systems or between a voting system and paper ballots.
19207.
The governing board may adopt for use at elections any kind of voting system, any combination of voting
systems, or any combination of a voting system and paper ballots, provided that the voting system or
systems involved have been certified or conditionally approved by the Secretary of State or specifically
authorized by law pursuant to Section 19209.
19208.
The governing board may provide for the payment of the cost of the voting system equipment in any
manner and by any method as it deems best for local interests, and also may for that purpose issue bonds,
certificates of indebtedness, or other obligations that shall be a charge on the county or city. The bonds,
certificates, or other obligations may be issued with or without interest, payable at any time as the
authorities may determine, but shall not be issued or sold at less than par. The governing board may enter
into lease agreements or lease-purchase agreements for the use of equipment.
19209.
(a) For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
(1) “Commercial off-the-shelf” means mass-produced, readily available hardware devices,
including card readers, printers, or personal computers, and their firmware or software
products, including operating systems, programming language compilers, or database
management systems.
(2) “Incorrect in part” means a full manual tally of the votes cast on the pilot system would
reveal rates of error in the pilot system tally that, if extrapolated to the entire contest, would
alter the electoral outcome.
(3) “Partial risk-limiting audit” means a procedure that guarantees a large minimum chance of a
full manual tally of the votes cast on the pilot system if the electoral outcome is incorrect in
part.
(4) “Risk-limiting audit” means a procedure that ensures a large, predetermined minimum chance
of requiring a full manual tally whenever a full manual tally would show an electoral
outcome that differs from the outcome reported by the voting system for the audited contest.
(b) The governing board, without formally adopting a voting system, may provide for the experimental
use of the voting system in a pilot program held in one or more precincts at a single election or, in
the case of a special election, the special primary election and the special general election, if the
voting system complies with either of the following:
(1) The voting system is certified or conditionally approved prior to its experimental use.
(2) The voting system meets all of the following requirements:
(A) Uses only software and firmware with disclosed source code, except for unmodified
commercial off-the-shelf software and firmware.
(B) Meets the requirements of subdivision (b) of Section 19101.
(C) Meets the requirements of the regulations adopted by the Secretary of State pursuant to
subdivision (g).
(D) Implements risk-limiting audits.

(c)

(d)

(e)

A voting system that meets all of the requirements of paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) need not be
certified or conditionally approved prior to its experimental use in a pilot program if the number of
voting system units deployed in the pilot program is limited to the number necessary to test and
demonstrate the capabilities of the voting system in a limited number of precincts or locations,
including a prudent number of reserve units to ensure that sufficient working units will be available
to conduct the pilot program. In no event shall the number of voting system units exceed 50 percent
of the estimated number of units that would be required for full deployment of the voting system at
every polling place and early voting site in a statewide election throughout the jurisdiction.
Capabilities that may be taken into account in determining the number of voting system units
reasonably necessary to test and demonstrate the capabilities of the voting system include, but are
not limited to, all of the following:
(1) The capability of the voting system to accommodate voting in all languages in which the
jurisdiction is required to provide ballots under applicable state and federal laws.
(2) The capability of the voting system to accommodate voting by persons with a broad range of
physical and cognitive disabilities, as required by applicable state and federal laws.
(3) The current and projected number of voting-eligible individuals in the jurisdiction.
(4) The geography and distribution of the population in the jurisdiction.
No later than nine months before the election at which the pilot program of a voting system is
proposed to be conducted, the governing board shall submit to the Secretary of State a plan for the
pilot program. The Secretary of State shall approve or reject the plan no later than three months
after receipt of the plan.
The votes cast on a voting system during a pilot program pursuant to subdivision (b) shall be
subject to risk-limiting audits.
(1) For each contest conducted entirely on the pilot voting system, the jurisdiction conducting the
pilot program shall conduct a risk-limiting audit with at least a 90-percent chance of requiring
a full manual tally of the contest whenever a full manual tally would show an outcome that
differs from the outcome reported by the pilot voting system.
(2) For each contest conducted partially on the pilot voting system, the jurisdiction conducting
the pilot program shall conduct a partial risk-limiting audit of the portion of the contest in
which the voters cast their votes on the pilot voting system, with at least a 90-percent chance
of requiring a full manual tally of all votes cast using the pilot voting system whenever the
outcome is incorrect in part.
(3)
(A) If a risk-limiting audit of a contest leads to a full manual tally of all of the ballots cast in
the contest, then the contest outcome according to that manual tally shall become the
official result.
(B) If a partial risk-limiting audit of a contest leads to a full manual tally of the ballots cast
using the pilot voting system, the vote counts according to that manual tally shall replace
the vote counts reported by the pilot voting system for the purpose of determining the
official contest results.
(4)

(f)

(g)

Risk-limiting audit procedures shall comply with all other requirements in regulations
adopted by the Secretary of State pursuant to subdivision (g).
Upon completion of the pilot program, the governing board shall notify the Secretary of State in
writing of any defect, fault, or failure of the hardware, software, or firmware of the voting system or
a part of the voting system.
A voting system pilot program shall not be conducted in a legally binding election without the prior
approval of the Secretary of State. The Secretary of State shall adopt and publish regulations
governing voting system pilot programs.

19210.
(a) A person, corporation, or public agency owning or having an interest in the sale or acquisition of a
voting system or a part of a voting system may apply to the Secretary of State for certification that
includes testing and examination of the applicant’s system by a state-approved testing agency or
expert technicians and a report on the findings, which shall include the accuracy and efficiency of
the voting system. As part of its application, the applicant shall notify the Secretary of State in
writing of any known defect, fault, or failure of the version of the hardware, software, or firmware
of the voting system or a part of the voting system submitted. The Secretary of State shall not begin
his or her certification process until he or she receives a completed application. The applicant shall
also notify the Secretary of State in writing of any defect, fault, or failure of the version of the
hardware, software, or firmware of the voting system or a part of the voting system submitted that
is discovered after the application is submitted and before the Secretary of State submits the report
required by Section 19213. The Secretary of State shall complete his or her certification process
without undue delay.
(b) The Secretary of State shall publish and make publicly available on his or her Internet Web site a
quarterly report of regulatory activities related to voting systems.
(c) As used in this article:
(1) “Defect” means any flaw in the hardware or documentation of a voting system that could
result in a state of unfitness for use or nonconformance to the manufacturer’s specifications
or applicable law.
(2) “Failure” means a discrepancy between the external results of the operation of any software
or firmware in a voting system and the manufacturer’s product requirements for that software
or firmware or applicable law.
(3) “Fault” means a step, process, or data definition in any software or firmware in a voting
system that is incorrect under the manufacturer’s program specification or applicable law.
19211.
(a) Prior to publishing his or her decision to certify, conditionally approve, or withhold certification of
a voting system or part of a voting system, the Secretary of State shall provide for a 30-day public
review period and conduct a public hearing to give persons interested an opportunity to review
testing and examination reports and express their views for or against certification or conditional
approval of the voting system.
(b) The Secretary of State shall give notice of the public review period and hearing in the manner
prescribed in Section 6064 of the Government Code in a newspaper of general circulation published
in Sacramento County. The Secretary of State shall also provide notice of the hearing on his or her
Internet Web site. The Secretary of State shall transmit written notice of the hearing, at least 14
days prior to the public review period and hearing, to each county elections official, to any person
that the Secretary of State believes will be interested in the public review period and hearing, and to
any person who requests, in writing, notice of the public review period and hearing.
(c) The decision of the Secretary of State to certify, conditionally approve, or withhold certification of
a voting system or part of a voting system shall be in writing and shall state the findings of the
Secretary of State. The decision shall be open to public inspection.
19212.
(a)
(1)

No later than 10 business days after the Secretary of State certifies or conditionally approves
the use of a new or updated voting system, the vendor or county seeking certification or
approval of the voting system shall cause an exact copy of the approved source code for each

(2)

(b)

component of the voting system, including complete build and configuration instructions and
related documents for compiling the source code into object code, to be transferred directly
from either the United States Election Assistance Commission or the voting system testing
agency that evaluated the voting system and is approved by the Secretary of State, and
deposited into an approved escrow facility.
No later than 10 business days after the Secretary of State certifies or conditionally approves
a new or updated ballot marking system, the vendor or county seeking certification or
approval of the ballot marking system shall cause an exact copy of the approved source code
for each component of the ballot marking system, including complete build and configuration
instructions and related documents for compiling the source code into object code, to be
deposited into an approved escrow facility.

The Secretary of State shall adopt regulations relating to all of the following:
(1)

(c)

(d)

(e)

The definition of source code components of a voting system or ballot marking system,
including source code for all firmware and software of the voting system or ballot marking
system. Firmware and software shall include commercial off-the-shelf or other third-party
firmware and software that is available and able to be disclosed by the vendor or county
seeking certification or approval of a voting system or ballot marking system.
(2) Specifications for the escrow facility, including security and environmental specifications
necessary for the preservation of the voting system or ballot marking system source codes.
(3) Procedures for submitting voting system or ballot marking system source codes.
(4) Criteria for access to voting system or ballot marking system source codes.
(5) Requirements for the applicant to include in the materials deposited in escrow build and
configuration instructions and documents so that a neutral third party may create, from the
source codes in escrow, executable object codes identical to the code installed on certified or
conditionally approved voting systems or ballot marking systems.
The Secretary of State shall have reasonable access to the materials placed in escrow, under any of
the following circumstances:
(1) In the course of an investigation or prosecution regarding vote counting or ballot marking
equipment or procedures.
(2) Upon a finding by the Secretary of State that an escrow facility or escrow company is unable
or unwilling to maintain materials in escrow in compliance with this section.
(3) In order to fulfill the provisions of this chapter related to the examination and certification or
conditional approval of voting systems or ballot marking systems.
(4) In order to verify that the software on a voting system is identical to the certified or
conditionally approved version.
(5) For any other purpose deemed necessary to fulfill the provisions of this code or Section
12172.5 of the Government Code.
The Secretary of State may seek injunctive relief requiring the elections officials, approved escrow
facility, or any vendor or manufacturer of a voting system or part of a voting system to comply with
this section and related regulations. Venue for a proceeding under this section shall be exclusively
in Sacramento County.
This section applies to all elections.

19213.
Within 60 days after the completion of the examination of a voting system, the Secretary of State shall
make publicly available a report stating whether the voting system has been certified or conditionally
approved, or whether certification has been withheld. The report shall also contain a written or printed

description and drawings and photographs that clearly identify the machine or device and its mechanical
operation.
19214.
Within 10 days after issuing and filing a certification decision and associated testing reports, the Secretary
of State shall make available to the public a full and complete copy of the certification report and all
associated documentation, except that portions of the report or documentation that contain information
that the Secretary of State determines to be confidential or proprietary shall not be made publicly
available. The Secretary of State shall also notify the board of supervisors and elections official of each
county of the availability of the report and associated documentation.
19215.
(a) If a voting system or a part of a voting system has been certified or conditionally approved by the
Secretary of State or has been federally qualified, the vendor or, in cases where the system is
publicly owned, the jurisdiction shall notify the Secretary of State and all local elections officials
who use the system in writing of any defect, fault, or failure of the hardware, software, or firmware
of the voting system or a part of the voting system within 30 calendar days after the vendor learns
of the defect, fault, or failure.
(b) After receiving written notification of a defect, fault, or failure pursuant to subdivision (a), the
Secretary of State shall notify the United States Election Assistance Commission or its successor
agency of the problem as soon as practicable so as to present a reasonably complete description of
the problem. The Secretary of State shall subsequently submit a report regarding the problem to the
United States Election Assistance Commission or its successor agency. The report shall include any
report regarding the problem submitted to the Secretary of State.
19216.
If a voting system or a part of a voting system has been certified or conditionally approved by the
Secretary of State, it shall not be changed or modified until the Secretary of State has been notified in
writing and has determined that the change or modification does not impair its accuracy and efficiency
sufficient to require a reexamination and recertification, or conditional approval, pursuant to this article.
The Secretary of State may adopt rules and regulations governing the procedures to be followed in
making his or her determination as to whether the change or modification impairs accuracy or efficiency.
19217.
The Secretary of State may seek injunctive and administrative relief if a voting system or a part of a
voting system has been compromised by the addition or deletion of hardware, software, or firmware
without prior approval or is defective due to a known hardware, software, or firmware defect, fault, or
failure that has not been disclosed pursuant to Section 19210 or 19215.
19218.
(a) The Secretary of State may seek all of the following relief for an unauthorized change in hardware,
software, or firmware in a voting system certified or conditionally approved in California:
(1) A civil penalty from the offending party or parties, not to exceed ten thousand dollars
($10,000) per violation. For purposes of this subdivision, each voting system component
found to contain the unauthorized hardware, software, or firmware shall be considered a
separate violation. A penalty imposed pursuant to this subdivision shall be apportioned 50
percent to the county in which the violation occurred, if applicable, and 50 percent to the
office of the Secretary of State for purposes of bolstering voting systems security efforts.

(2)
(3)
(4)

(5)

Immediate commencement of proceedings to withdraw certification or conditional approval
for the voting system in question.
Prohibiting the manufacturer or vendor of a voting system from doing elections-related
business in the state for one, two, or three years.
Refund of all moneys paid by a local agency for a voting system or a part of a voting system
that is compromised by an unauthorized change or modification, whether or not the voting
system has been used in an election.
Any other remedial actions authorized by law to prevent unjust enrichment of the offending
party.

(b)
(1)

(c)

(d)

The Secretary of State may seek all of the following relief for a known but undisclosed
defect, fault, or failure in a voting system or part of a voting system certified or conditionally
approved in California:
(A) Refund of all moneys paid by a local agency for a voting system or part of a voting
system that is defective due to a known but undisclosed defect, fault, or failure, whether
or not the voting system has been used in an election.
(B) A civil penalty from the offending party or parties, not to exceed fifty thousand dollars
($50,000) per violation. For purposes of this subdivision, each defect, fault, or failure
shall be considered a separate violation. A defect, fault, or failure constitutes a single
violation regardless of the number of voting system units in which the defect, fault, or
failure is found.
(C) In addition to any other penalties or remedies established by this section, the offending
party or parties shall be liable in the amount of one thousand dollars ($1,000) per day
after the applicable deadline established in Section 19215 until the required disclosure is
filed with the Secretary of State.
(2) A penalty imposed pursuant to subparagraph (B) or (C) of paragraph (1) shall be deposited in
the General Fund.
Before seeking any measure of relief under this section, the Secretary of State shall hold a public
hearing. The Secretary of State shall give notice of the hearing in the manner prescribed by Section
6064 of the Government Code in a newspaper of general circulation published in Sacramento
County. The Secretary of State also shall transmit written notice of the hearing, at least 30 days
prior to the hearing, to each county elections official, the offending party or parties, a person that
the Secretary of State believes will be interested in the hearing, and a person who requests, in
writing, notice of the hearing.
The decision of the Secretary of State to seek relief under this section shall be in writing and state
his or her findings. The decision shall be open to public inspection.

19219.
(a) The Secretary of State may seek injunctive relief requiring an elections official, or any vendor or
manufacturer of a voting machine, voting system, or vote tabulating device, to comply with the
requirements of this code, the regulations of the Secretary of State, and the specifications for voting
machines, voting devices, vote tabulating devices, and any software used for each, including the
programs and procedures for vote tabulating and testing.
(b) Venue for a proceeding under this section shall be exclusively in Sacramento County.
19220.
For purposes of this division, “state-approved testing agency” means a person or entity that is authorized
by the Secretary of State to conduct the testing and examination of a voting system in connection with
certification or conditional approval of the voting system pursuant to this division.

19221.
The Secretary of State shall do all of the following:
(a) Publish requirements for the approval of state-approved testing agencies that are authorized to
conduct the testing and examination of voting systems. Until the requirements are published,
federally accredited voting system laboratories shall be used to conduct testing and examination.
(b) Approve and publish a list of authorized state-approved testing agencies.
19222.
The person, corporation, or public agency applying for certification of a voting system is responsible for
all costs associated with the testing of the voting system.
19223.
The Secretary of State shall use a state-approved testing agency or expert technicians to examine and test
voting systems or parts of voting systems proposed for use or sale in this state. He or she shall furnish a
complete report of the findings of the examination and testing to the Governor and the Attorney General.
19230.
The elections official of any county or city using a voting system shall inspect the machines or devices at
least once every two years to determine their accuracy. Any county or city using leased or rented
equipment shall determine if the equipment has been inspected for accuracy within the last two years
before using it for any election. The inspection shall be made in accordance with regulations adopted and
promulgated by the Secretary of State. The elections official shall certify the results of the inspection to
the Secretary of State.
19231.
(a) If the Secretary of State has reason to believe that a local inspection of equipment is not adequate,
he or she may cause the equipment to be reexamined, at any time prior to six months before a
statewide election, to ensure that the voting system or parts of the voting system perform to adopted
standards and tabulate votes accurately.
(b) For the purpose of reexamining voting equipment, the Secretary of State may use state-approved
testing agencies or expert technicians at the cost of the elections official.
(c) The Secretary of State shall furnish a complete report of the findings to the Governor, to the
Attorney General, to each county elections official, to the chairpersons of the elections committees
of the Assembly and Senate, and to the manufacturer of the equipment.
19232.
The Secretary of State shall review voting systems periodically to determine if they are defective,
obsolete, or otherwise unacceptable. The Secretary of State has the right to withdraw his or her
certification or conditional approval previously granted under this chapter of any voting system or part of
a voting system should it be defective or prove unacceptable after such review. Six months’ notice shall
be given before withdrawing certification or conditional approval unless the Secretary of State for good
cause shown makes a determination that a shorter notice period is necessary. Any withdrawal by the
Secretary of State of his or her previous certification or conditional approval of a voting system or part of
a voting system shall not be effective as to any election conducted within six months of that withdrawal.
19233.
The Secretary of State shall conduct random audits of the software installed on direct recording electronic
voting systems, as defined in Section 19271, to ensure that the installed software is identical to the

software that has been approved for use on that voting system. The Secretary of State shall take steps to
ensure that the process for conducting random audits does not intentionally cause a direct recording
electronic voting system to become more vulnerable to any unauthorized changes to the software that has
been approved for its use.
19240.
It is the intent of the Legislature that California voting system standards and elections comply with the
provisions of the federal Help America Vote Act of 2002 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 15301 et seq.) that require
voting systems be accessible for individuals with disabilities, including nonvisual accessibility for the
blind and visually impaired, in a manner that provides the same opportunity for access and participation,
including privacy and independence, as provided to other voters who are not disabled.
19241.
As used in this article:
(a) “Access” means the ability to receive, use, select, and manipulate data and operate controls
included in voting technology and systems.
(b) “Nonvisual” means synthesized speech, braille, and other output methods that do not require sight.
19242.
(a) The Secretary of State shall adopt and publish rules and regulations governing any voting
technology and systems used by the state or any political subdivision that provide voters with
disabilities the access required under the federal Help America Vote Act of 2002 (42 U.S.C. Sec.
15301 et seq.).
(b) At each polling place, at least one voting unit certified or conditionally approved by the Secretary
of State shall provide voters with disabilities the access required under the federal Help America
Vote Act of 2002 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 15301 et seq.).
(c) A local agency is not required to comply with subdivision (b) in an election in which a candidate
for federal office does not appear on the ballot unless sufficient funds are available to implement
that provision. Funds received from the proceeds of the Voting Modernization Bond Act of 2002
(Article 5 (commencing with Section 19250)), from federal funds made available to purchase new
voting systems, or from any other source except the General Fund, shall be used for that purpose.
19243.
In requiring access for voters with disabilities pursuant to this article, the Secretary of State shall obtain
recommendations from representatives of blind consumer organizations, experts in accessible software
and hardware design, and any other individual or organization the Secretary of State determines to be
appropriate.
19244.
Compliance with this article in regard to voting technology and systems purchased prior to the effective
date of this article shall be achieved at the time of procurement of an upgrade or replacement of existing
voting equipment or systems.
19245.
(a)
(b)

A person injured by a violation of this article may maintain an action for injunctive relief to enforce
this article.
An action for injunctive relief shall be commenced within four years after the cause of action
accrues.

(c)

For purposes of this section, a cause of action for a continuing violation accrues at the time of the
latest violation.

19246.
This article does not apply to voting by vote by mail ballot.
19270.
(a) The Secretary of State shall not certify or conditionally approve a direct recording electronic voting
system unless the system includes an accessible voter verified paper audit trail.
(b) On and after January 1, 2006, a city or county shall not contract for or purchase a direct recording
electronic voting system unless the system has been certified or conditionally approved for use by
the Secretary of State.
(c) As of January 1, 2006, all direct recording electronic voting systems in use on that date, regardless
of the date it was contracted for or purchased, shall have received federal qualification and include
an accessible voter verified paper audit trail. If the direct recording electronic voting system does
not include an accessible voter verified paper audit trail, the system shall be replaced or modified to
include an accessible voter verified paper audit trail.
(d) All direct recording electronic voting systems shall include a method by which a voter may
electronically verify, through a nonvisual method, the information that is contained on the paper
record copy of that voter’s ballot.
(e) A paper record copy that is printed by a voter verified paper audit trail component shall be printed
in the same language that the voter used when casting his or her ballot on the direct recording
electronic voting system. For languages that lack a written form, the paper record copy shall be
printed in English.
19271.
As used in this article:
(a) “Accessible” means that the information provided on the paper record copy from the voter verified
paper audit trail mechanism is provided or conveyed to voters via both a visual and a nonvisual
method, such as through an audio component.
(b) “Direct recording electronic voting system” means a voting system that records a vote
electronically and does not require or permit the voter to record his or her vote directly onto a
tangible ballot.
(c) “Voter verified paper audit trail” means a component of a direct recording electronic voting system
that prints a contemporaneous paper record copy of each electronic ballot and allows each voter to
confirm his or her selections before the voter casts his or her ballot.
(d) “Federal qualification” means the system has been certified, if applicable, by means of qualification
testing by a nationally recognized test laboratory and has met or exceeded the minimum
requirements set forth in the Performance and Text Standards for Punch Card, Mark Sense, and
Direct Recording Electronic Voting Systems, or in any successor voluntary standard document,
developed and promulgated by the Federal Election Commission, the Election Assistance
Commission, or the National Institute of Standards and Technology.
(e) “Paper record copy” means an auditable document printed by a voter verified paper audit trail
component that corresponds to the voter’s electronic vote and lists the contests on the ballot and the
voter’s selections for those contests. A paper record copy is not a ballot.
(f) “Parallel monitoring” means the testing of a randomly selected sampling of voting equipment on
election day designed to simulate actual election conditions to confirm that the system is registering
votes accurately.

19273.
(a) On a direct recording electronic voting system, the electronic record of each vote shall be
considered the official record of the vote, except as provided in subdivision (b).
(b)
(1) The voter verified paper audit trail shall be considered the official paper audit record and
shall be used for the required 1-percent manual tally described in Section 15360 and any full
recount or post-election audit.
(2) The voter verified paper audit trail shall govern if there is any difference between it and the
electronic record during a 1-percent manual tally, full recount, or post-election audit.
19274.
The Secretary of State shall not certify or conditionally approve a direct recording electronic voting
system unless the paper used for its voter verified paper audit trail is of sufficient quality that it maintains
its integrity and readability throughout the retention period specified in Chapter 4 (commencing with
Section 17300) of Division 17.
19275.
(a) For each statewide election, the Secretary of State shall conduct parallel monitoring of each direct
recording electronic voting system on which ballots will be cast. This section shall only apply to
precincts that have more than one direct recording electronic voting system.
(b) The results of the parallel monitoring shall be made available prior to the certification of the
election.

